July 2015

Match of the Month

Thank You!

Lorina and Gabriel have been matched in the BBBS
Site Based program since March. Although they only worked
Big Brothers Big Sisters would like to thank West End
Grill for donating a dozen tickets to the St Lucie
became fast friends by the end of the school year! Gabriel is a Mets. Several volunteers benefited from this gift. West
fast talking third grader who loves reading about Transformers End Grill is a local family owned and operated business in
St Lucie West offering daily chef specials from the land
and snakes. Lorina is a student enrolled at Indian River State
and sea, exotic fish from around the world, lamb, veal,
College in the Education program and is working towards
great steaks & the "best risotto in St. Lucie
becoming a teacher. Lorina and Gabriel worked on reading
County". They are located at 1680 SW St Lucie West
blvd. #107 Port St Lucie, FL 34986. Please stop by to
comprehension and vocabulary words during their weekly
show your support.
mentoring sessions together and have accomplished so much
together for a little more than two months, Lorina and Gabriel

in a short amount of time. Since working with his mentor,
Gabriel has a better appreciation for reading and has even
started to read more at home! Lorina really enjoys spending
time with Gabriel and is determined to help her Little
Brother improve his reading during the next school year.
This Match of the Month was brought to you by Marian
Alvarado.

Big Brothers Big Sisters would like to thank
Clipperhandz Barbershop and Salon for sponsoring
haircuts for a group of children in our AmeriCorps
program. Clipperhandz offers great service at
affordable prices. During summer months they offer
a $10 Tuesday special. Clipperhandz will soon
celebrate their one year anniversary. Please stop by
Clipperhandz, located at 939 15th Place in Vero
Beach for a great cut in their inaugural year! Check
out their upcoming event in August!
This gratitude moment was brought to you by
BBBS Staff.

Big Spot

AmeriCorps Moment

Edu. App:
Hey Bigs, grab your tablets for some electronic fun!

Letters Soup
- Tetris meets Scrabble! As letters fall into place, you
are timed against the clock to find and create words!
- You can create 2-letter-words and up to five-letterwords.
- There are many levels to play and the difficulty can
be changed for each gameplay!
Learning Game:
Sight word go Fish
Here is how to play:
Use 20-25 pairs of words using index cards (so, two
cards of each word). Deal eight cards to each player, if
playing with two people. If playing with more than two
people, deal six to each. Put the remainder in a pile,
face down, in the middle. The first player selects a
card from their hand, and asks another player if they
have the matching card in their hand. “Do you have
‘the’ in your hand?” If the second player does, they
surrender the card to the first player. The first player
lays the pair in front of them, they have a point! The
first player continues, asking for a specific sight word
card. When the player encounters a “no”, they are
told, “no, go fish!” They draw a card from the pile in
the middle, and their turn is over UNLESS they draw
the card they were looking for. They then get to say
“Fished what I wanted!” Their turn continues. Each
time a player doesn’t get the card they want, the next
player in the circle gets a turn. When someone runs
out of cards in their hand, they pull the top two cards
from the deck. Keep playing until there are no more
cards. The person with the most points wins.
School changes/closure Dates:
SLC: 8/17 First day of school
IRC: 8/24 First day of school
Okee: 8/17 First day of school

Volunteer Florida AmeriCorps member Deidre
Moore hosted an event in collaboration with The
Learning Alliance in Indian River County at the
Heritage Center. The pajama party featured Flat
Stanley activities, bookmark making, pizza and
free books for everyone. Celebrity readers read a
story every half hour and theater students acted
out the tales. Over 2,000 books were distributed
for students and everyone left with a Moon Pie!
This AmeriCorps Moment was brought to
you by Jenna Stinnett.

Upcoming Trainings

Mandatory Reporting
Presented by Robert McPartlan
The State of Florida has a Mandatory Reporting
Law that requires every adult in the state to report
any suspected incidents of abuse or neglect to the
hotline. Youth serving organizations are up to date
on the laws and requirements; however, real life
does not always fit neatly into the spelled out
rules. What do you do? Mr. McPartlan is here to
clear up some areas and help those in attendance
become well versed and confident about how we
can all work to protect the youth in our
area. While this training is geared towards staff of
mentoring agencies, everyone is encouraged to
attend! Be sure to sign up and reserve your seat
quickly!

This Big moment was brought to you by the
Case Managers of BBBS.
This Mentor Collaborative report was brought
to you by Jessica Karr.

Community Corner
BankUnited Locations:
Port St Lucie Branch
905 E Prima Vista Boulevard
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34952
Sabal Palm Branch
2503 S. Federal Hwy
Fort Pierce, FL 34982

Please visit this month's featured restaurants from the Taste of St Lucie!

Vero Beach/Miracle Mile
Branch
2050 Us Hwy 1
Vero Beach, FL 32960

Cowboys Bar-B-Q & Steak Co.

Vero Beach/Ryanwood Square
Branch
2134 58th Ave
Vero Beach, FL 32966

Edible Arrangements

Vero Beach Pirate Fest!

Ellie's Downtown Deli

July 31st – August 2nd 2015 Under the Oaks at Riverside
Park 3258 Riverside Park Drive,
Vero Beach, FL 32963. This fun and
exciting festival was designed to
bring the community together over
the historical significance regarding
the loss of the 1715 Treasure Fleet,
and to celebrate the reason why this
area is now called The Treasure
Coast. This could be a fun family
event or match activity with your
"Little"!

Little Jim Bait & Tackle

Did you know...

Marc's Corner Grill

Every Wednesday from July 2nd through July 30th, children and their
parents/caregivers will have the opportunity to check out books and
visit the parent resource room. There will also be guest story tellers,
visits from storybook characters, and special treats.
Summer Literacy Adventure
Where: Annex next to the former Garden City Elementary School
(2202 Avenue Q, Fort Pierce 34950) - follow signs to Room 006
When: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Who: Saint Lucie County School Families Children in grades
K-5 - must be accompanied by an adult
How: Just show up (though we always recommend calling ahead to
ensure dates/times haven't changed).
Cost: FREE
For more info: Call the Saint Lucie County School District at 772-4293600

Events

Events

Events

Employee of the Month

Ah, Summer! A time to relax, recharge and have fun!
Wait... You feel bored?! How can you be bored?! July
is Anti-Boredom Month! Here are some fun activities
to battle against the boredom!
1) Exercise!
Take about 20 minutes each day to move around and
stretch. You can walk, run, jog, swim, play a sport...
the possibilities are endless! If you do go outside, be
sure to stay hydrated and wear sunscreen!
2) Backyard Camping!
Set up a tent outside and sleep under the stars for a
night! You can tell spooky campfire stories, do some
star gazing and watch the sunrise (if you can wake up
early enough!) Be sure to ask your parents to check
the weather before setting up camp!
3) Game Night!
Have a game night each week where a game is picked
for the whole family to play! Monopoly, Sorry!, card
games and even co-op (co-operative) video games
like Wii Sports can make for a great game night!
4) Scrapbooking!
Take a disposable or digital camera and take pictures
about your summer. Fill up a blank book, notebook or
even make your own book for your pictures. Draw,
paint and write about your summer! You can even
glue/tape in little treasures you find along the way!
5) Reading!
That's right! You can also read during the summer
time to beat the boredom! The key is to read about
something you like. Check out the "Community
Corner" section to learn more about the Summer Literacy Adventure.
This Hip Hip Hooray was brought to you by
Marian Alvarado.

Congratulations to Caitlin Elbrecht, Grants
Reimbursement Coordinator for winning this
month's Fred Award. Caitlin was named this
month's Fred because she went above and beyond
to help with recent grant requests. She is currently
taking a "master class" in excel and is using her
new found skills to compile budget information and
streamline the process for grant applications.
The Fred Award is based on the book
The Fred Factor and is our version of the
Employee of the Month.
The Fred Factor is based on four principals:
Everyone makes a difference.
Everything is built on relationships.
You must continually create value for others and it
doesn't have to cost a penny.
You can re-invent yourself regularly.
By following these principals you too can be a
Fred!
The Fred Award was brought to you by the
management team of Big Brothers Big
Sisters.

Join with us as we celebrate staff Birthdays!
Marian Alvarado
Case Manager
This Birthday Blast was brought to you by
BBBS Staff.

Trivial Pursuit
Did you know: A group of owls is
called a parliament.
This Trivial Pursuit fact was brought to
you by Sabrina Semé.

Start Something Today!

Get involved!

Please Help Spread the Word!!
Contribute towards our endowment
fund.
Make a one time donation.
Be a table captain for Chocolate,
Champagne & Chefs.
Sponsor a family for the holidays.
Join the Volunteer Corp.
Be a guest reader at an episodic
reading event.
Help plan and execute an event.
Volunteer as an H.R. Specialist.
Be a Mentor.
Attend a special event.
Purchase a BBBS license plate.

Help create awareness by becoming a social media volunteer. It's easy and only
takes seconds!
1. Like Big Brothers Big Sisters of St Lucie,
Indian River and Okeechobee counties on
Facebook.
2. Click Share on our Facebook posts
so your friends and family can join in the
fun.
Imagine the possibilities, what will you
start? Thank you for your continued support.
Please share the BIG News by forwarding this
email to your friends!
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Foundation, Quail Valley Charities, Volunteer Florida, United Way of St Lucie County, United Way of Indian
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Contact Us
Indian River: 772-770-6000
St. Lucie:772-466-8535
Okeechobee: 863-824-BBBS
www.bbbsbigs.org
www.facebook.com/bbbsbigs

