Match of the Month

Shakira has been matched with her Big Sister Ms. Donna since
spring 2013. While Shakira was not having an easy year in school
at the time, with her hard work and Donna's help and
encouragement, Shakira is turning that around. She has blossomed into a student praised by her teacher as one of the best
workers in the class. In fact, she works so hard that she does not
miss class to see Donna. She spends her recess one to two times
a week reading with her Big and still always has a positive attitude! Ms. Donna keeps their relationship fun with lunch, chatting
and jokes. Shakira feels that Ms. Donna helps her get better and
better at reading and they both have a great time in the process.
This Match of the Month was brought to you by Marsha
Capellan.

A BIG Thank you to Walmart Distribution Center
#7038 for their generous donation of $5000, which
was raised through the center's VAP (Volunteerism
Always Pays) program. Through donations, mentors
and board members, we greatly appreciate their support!

These gratitude moments were brought to
you by Errin Williams.

Sponsor Spotlight

Our Ft. Pierce-West Palm Lexus Dealers generously donated funds to be our title sponsor for our
recent Taste of St Lucie event. Lexus has become a wonderful annual partner and we are so thankful to them for their
continued support.

Thank You!
Congratulations to Johnny
Johnson on your retirement
from the Wal-Mart
Distribution Center #7038.
Thank you for all your hard
work and dedication
throughout the years. Big
Brothers Big Sisters will miss
you you greatly. You have
been a valued volunteer with
us. The setup for the Taste
of St. Lucie just won't be the
same without you!

Big Brothers Big Sisters is a charity on
AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to
support your favorite charity every time you shop, at no
cost to you. You can choose from nearly one million
organizations to support. Please support Big Brothers Big
Sisters of St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee
Counties while you shop.

AmeriCorps Moment

AmeriCorps hosted two Dr. Seuss Days in
March at Northport K-8 in St. Lucie County
and at Pelican Island Elementary in Indian
River County. We had more than 40 readers
share their favorite Dr. Seuss book with a
classroom and get a chance to share a little
about themselves. The Indian River State College Women's Basketball team led the fourth
and fifth graders through a basketball drill.
Thank you so much to every reader that came
out and made a difference!
This AmeriCorps Moment was brought
to you by Jenna Stinnett.

1st Place— Cobb’s Landing

2nd Place— St. Lucie Draft House

Upcoming Trainings
Sign up now for a fun activity to get the summer
started right! Join other mentor/ mentee pairs on
May 4th anytime between 4:30-6pm (please allow
at least 30 minutes) as we create a craft that will
serve as a reminder of good times with each other
for years to come! This activity will take place
at at Big Brothers Big Sisters' Little House located
at 1846 18th Ave., Vero Beach. This is great for
matches that are just starting, separating for the
summer or pairs that have been together for a
while and have a fun-filled summer planned.
Supplies are limited so reserve your space by
clicking here.
Mentor Mingle events will be hosted every third
Thursday of the month from 5:30-6:30pm. Join the
fun at the United Way of Indian River County. Find
out more onIRCMentorCollaborative.org
This Mentor Collaborative report was brought
to you by Jessica Karr.

3rd Place— Culinard Culinary Institute,
Virginia College

Thank you to all the sponsors and vendors that
participated this year in the Taste of St. Lucie!
We couldn't have done it without you! Thank
you for your support!

Events

Events

Events

Big Spot

Employee of the Month

Learning Game:
Here is a simple activity for a Big to do with their Little to
work on spelling and vocabulary. Try making simple
acrostic poems with your Little, with the first letter of each
line creating a word (or phrase). For example: Mentoring
Others Matters This could be done with current vocabulary words the child is working on, or something they
want to know how to spell. The possibilities are limitless!
Education App:
Hey Bigs, grab your tablets for some electronic fun with
your Little!
Stack the States - Learn about all 50 states of America in
a fun and interactive game!
- Learn about the capitals, flags, locations and more about
each state.
- Hundreds of different questions and facts.
- A personalized map to keep track of each state as you
Special Note:
Dear Volunteers,
St. Lucie County schools are now require all
VISITORS to show their ID when they visit a
school. After about 5 visits, you will only
need to show your BBBS badge.
Make sure you have your ID and your BBBS
badge when you visit your "Little".
Thank you for your cooperation.

Congratulations to Kari Tankersley, for winning this
month's Fred Award. Kari was named this month's Fred
because she received several commendations from her
"Big" volunteers.
The Fred Award is based on the book
The Fred Factor and is our version of the Employee of
the Month.
The Fred Factor is based on four principals:
Everyone makes a difference.
Everything is built on relationships.
You must continually create value for others and it
doesn't have to cost a penny.
You can re-invent yourself regularly.
By following these principals you too can be a Fred!
The Fred Award was brought to you by the
management team of Big Brothers Big Sisters.

School changes/closure Dates:
School changes/closure Dates:
SLC:
- 4/29: Early Release
- 5/20 Early Release
- 5/25 No School- Memorial Day
IRC:
- 4/29: Early Release
- 5/22: Early Release
- 5/25: No School- Memorial Day
Okeechobee:
- 5/1: Early Release
- 5/25: No School- Memorial Day
This Big moment was brought to you by the Case
Managers of BBBS.

Join with us as we celebrate staff Birthdays!
Jessica Karr
Mentor Trainer
Jeannie Christiansen-Goggin
Intake Specialist
This Birthday Blast was brought to you by
BBBS Staff.

Get involved!

We have an agency goal of 65 vouchers sold! We need your help to
reach our goal. Please click on the image below to order your voucher
today.

Contribute towards our endowment
fund.
Make a one time donation.
Be a table captain for Chocolate,
Champagne & Chefs.
Sponsor a family for the holidays.
Join the Volunteer Corp.
Be a guest reader at an episodic
reading event.
Help plan and execute an event.
Volunteer as an H.R. Specialist.
Be a Mentor.
Attend a special event.
Purchase a BBBS license plate.

Start Something Today!
Please Help Spread the Word!!
Help create awareness by becoming a social media volunteer. It's easy and only
takes seconds!
1. Like Big Brothers Big Sisters of St Lucie,
Indian River and Okeechobee counties on
Facebook.
2. Click Share on our Facebook posts
so your friends and family can join in the
fun.
Imagine the possibilities, what will you
start? Thank you for your continued support.
Please share the BIG News by forwarding this
email to your friends!
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Contact Us
Indian River: 772-770-6000
St. Lucie:772-466-8535
Okeechobee: 863-824-BBBS
www.bbbsbigs.org
www.facebook.com/bbbsbigs

